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PROGRAMS
The Derby Recreation Commission offers programs and activities in the following areas:

Aquatics, Art, Fitness, Health & Wellness, Special Events, and Sports.

During 2019, participation in Derby Recreation Commission programs was 160,715 and included over 1,300
programs with 76 new programs.

AQUATICS
Programs offered in aquatics were: Swim lessons, Family Swim Nights, Lifeguard Training and Water Safety
Instructor Training.
Private Lessons: 615 registered

Swim Lessons: 816 registered

PARTY AT THE ROCK - As part of the 150th birthday of Derby, the DRC created a new event at Rock River
Rapids, Party at the Rock. This event included food trucks, a live band and full park access. This event was
very successful with over 1,185 people in attendance.

Lifeguard Training

Party at the Rock

Spooky Swim

ARTs
In 2019, the partnership with USD 260 continued, and the DRC held the art programs in DMS. Programs that
were hosted in 2019 include: DIY Workshop Series, Pallet Knife Painting, Homeschool Creation Lab, One
Day Pottery classes and Get Your Paint On.
New Programs included: Schools Out Art Retreat, Camp Center Stage-Kids, 4H art outreach and art for
Latchkey.
Programs offered: 297 Adult registrations: 540 Youth registrations: 1129
DERBY SING OFF- Another new program created by the DRC for the Derby Community was the Derby Sing
Off. Held at The Venue at Madison Avenue Central Park, the top 10 performed in front of a live audience and
judges.

Derby Sing-off
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FITNESS
New programs and events for fitness include: Health Coaching, River Bootcamp, Teen Titan Strength
Training, Bounce Burn and Kitten Yoga.
In 2019, our newly created Outreach Programs continued to gain momentum and reach different groups in
the community.
Programs offered: 406 Participants:29,908
OUTREACH - Some of the outreach programs for fitness include: Wayland Associates, (weekly stretching
class at the OAC), Senior Center (Life in Motion and a walking class), USD 260 Adult (Yoga for Pleasantview
Elementary teachers), Derby Middle School staff (Health Coaching workshop), USD 260 Youth (Bootcamp
for DHS girls soccer team, yoga for DHS baseball team, aquatics workout for DHS girls basketball team,
workout clinics for DHS Cheer and Dance).
August of 2019, the DRC restructured the membership plan to include youth and adultfitness classes.

Youth fitness
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baseball outreach

Health & WELLNESS
In 2019, three awards were presented to the DRC and the Derby Health Collaborative to recognize
outstanding achievements in its work around community health and prevention.
Health and Wellness Coalition of Wichita presented the DRC/DHC with the Cultivating Wellness Award.
This award recognizes outstanding employers in Sedgwick County who demonstrate extraordinary success
in providing a supportive and rewarding environment for employees to make positive healthy lifestyle
changes.
The Kansas Public Health Assocation awarded the prestigious Corporate Public Health Service Award
to the Collaborative for making a significant contribution to the mission of public health and environmental
improvement in Kansas.
Sedgwick County Health Department awarded the DHC with the American Public Thank You Day Award
for its efforts in working to improve the health of residents in Derby and the USD 260 community.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
New events in 2019 included Valentine’s Day Tea, 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament, PAWsome Egg Hunt,
Family Camp Out and the Derby Sing Off.
Programs offered: 35
CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK - This year, in collaboration with Derby Public Library and Julie Olmstead from
Famer’s Insurance, the DRC hosted a new event, Christmas in the Park. This family-friendly event combined
three fantastic events (Horse Drawn Carriage Rides, Santa’s Village, and Breakfast with Santa) into one big
day of fun and celebration. This event included breakfast, pictures with Santa, a petting zoo and reindeer,
holiday themed inflatables, Christmas crafts and stories, toy train displays, carolers and clydesdale drawn
carriage rides. The event was 8am – 7pm at Madison Avenue Central Park, with an estimated 4,500 people
in attendance.

3-on-3 basketball
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SPORTS
Both adult and youth recreation sports continue to be popular programs of the DRC and the Derby
community.
Adult Sports: 1,362 registrations
Youth Sports: 3,867 registrations
New sport programs implemented this year were cornhole tournaments and league, pickleball tournament
and lessons, and the DRC offered a USSSA competitive baseball league. These tournaments and leagues
were new additions to the DRC that went over well with the community.
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DERBY RECREATION CENTER
For the fifth year, Derby Recreation Center members were able to participate in the DRC Winter Membership
Campaign and received 20% off an annual membership. Over 750 memberships were sold to families and
individuals taking advantage of the offer.
The Recreation Commission continues its commitment towards top flight facilities with the following
2019 projects:
• The Cycle Studio was revamped with all new Keiser M3i cycles and an updated look prior to our fall
session of classes.
• Lighting was replaced in both the gym and pool areas enhancing and brightening both spaces.
• Each year, fitness equipment is replaced, and new equipment is added to the DRC Fitness Center.
• Auto door openers were added to the men’s and women’s locker room doors enabling ease of use
to all that are entering and exiting those spaces.
• Screen walls were added near the locker room doors to increase the privacy in both the men’s and
women’s locker room.
• All gym floors and the racquetball courts were scuffed and refinished with a water based finish for
the first time. This water based finished resulted in less down time and less odor during and after
the project.
• A new lifeguard alarm rescue notification system was installed to enhance safety in the indoor pool.
• All underwater drain covers were replaced in the indoor pool in compliance with regulations.
Outdoor Maintenance & Fleet
• Parking lot repairs were made including resealing and restriping the entire lot.
The Recreation Commission strives to improve member experience and safety.
The following list highlights those efforts in 2019:
• An updated membership structure went into effect on August 19. Memberships now include access
to all adult and youth fitness classes at no additional charge.
• Military now receives a 10% discount with military ID. Military is classified as active duty, retired,
or reserves.
• A 20% off annual membership promotion was offered in January.
• All frontline staff received certification in CPR/AED, Oxygen and First Aid.
• All part-time and full time employees participated in a customer service and leadership presentation
prior to the start of our summer season.

OAKLAWN ACTIVITY CENTER
The Oaklawn Activity Center (OAC) is entering its eleventh year of operation since a major re-model
and facility addition in 2009. The afterschool program which serves students from Oaklawn and Cooper
Elementary schools continues to thrive. Approximately 150 students on average are engaged daily in various
games and physical activities around the center. The OAC provides a safe and fun atmosphere for students
after school until their parents or guardians are able to pick them up. The student participation in this
program has remained strong over the last five years.
The OAC facility usage for 2019 was just over 20,400 individuals. The OAC boasts a fitness center with
many exercise equipment options, a gymnasium, computer lab, exercise studios, meeting rooms, kitchen
and a Sedgwick Co. Community Policing unit. Most of these amenities were not available in the Oaklawn
area until the inception of the OAC, again providing essential value and quality of life opportunities for the
residents of the Oaklawn community. The OAC has become a popular facility rental option for various
activities and events. The OAC provides rental amenities for parties, showers, receptions, gatherings and
meetings. These options have become very valuable for many groups and organizations since the
re-purposing of space during the Derby Recreation Center renovation.
The OAC also provides a second option for those who are members of the Derby Recreation Center and
may be looking for an alternative location to participate in physical activity and programs. The memberships
for both recreation centers are reciprocal.
OAC Facility and Operation Highlights
• The Derby Public Library OAC Branch opened for business in October. With over 1,000 books,
members of the community are able to check out books as well as request books from other 		
facilities that will be delivered for pick up.
Events Facilitated
• Boys and Girls Club Activities
• Derby Free Spirits Events
• Sedgwick Co. Sheriff’s Dept meetings and events
• Derby China Painters meetings
• Village Steppers events
• Derby Radio Control Club events
• Derby Barn Dancers events
• Derby Community Family Services Food Drives
• Annual Rock River Rapids employee
kick-off meeting and training
Programs
• Afterschool program
• Free Spirits volleyball and basketball
• Fitness programs
• Wellness programs
• Pickleball		
• Community Garden activities
• Special Events

HUBBARD ARTS CENTER
The Derby Recreation Commission continued moving forward with the Hubbard Arts Center project in 2019.
The facility promises to provide a vast array of opportunities for our community when it opens in the Spring of
2020. The renovation began in May of 2019 and continued throughout the year.
Progress in 2019 Includes:
• DRC Facilities Committee and SJCF Architectural firm finalized plans for the renovation design of
the Hubbard Arts Center.
• City of Derby and DRC finalized a lease agreement in March for the Commission to renovate, 		
maintain, and occupy the building.
• DRC Board of Directors accepted Compton Construction’s bid for the project.
• Demolition began at the end of May.
• Renovation of the facility continued throughout the year.
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Rock River Rapids
The Derby Recreation Commission manages, markets, and programs Rock River Rapids through a
management agreement with the City of Derby. This regional attraction provides summertime fun for Derby
residents and draws many visitors from around the state.
The 16th season of Rock River Rapids kicked off on May 27, 2019. During the season, the park had a
cumulative attendance of 84,683. There were 2,690 in attendance in water fitness classes.
Swimming lesson enrollment stayed strong with a total of 2,213 lessons taught during the summer session.
Special Event programming at Rock River Rapids was very successful in 2019. A new addition was Mermaid
Tails held on August 3 & 10. The Derby Library staff dressed as a Mermaid while telling stories at Storytime.

Larger Special Events and Programming
ROCK RIVER RAPIDS TOT TIME
Ages: 5 and under
Offered every Saturday
New features: Addition of Mermaid Tails, presented by the
Derby Public Library, at our August 3rd and 10th events.
Attendance: 1113 guests
THE WORLD’S LARGEST SWIM LESSON
Features: 40,603 participants at 591 locations in
23 countries on 6 continents
Attendance: 197 swimmers

SLIDE & DIVE MOVIE NIGHT
Features: Entire park opened at 7:30 p.m. for open
swim time before everyone moved over to the lap pool to
float and watch a family friendly movie.
Movies: Aquaman - 79 degrees and cloudy
Attendance: 179 guests

BACK TO SCHOOL SPLASH
Ages: 6th-8th grade USD 260 students
Attendance: 325 students

POOCH POOL PARTY
Features: Awards for biggest dog, best-dressed dog,
smallest dog, and owner look-a-like.
Attendance: 239 dogs

2019 at a glance

JAnuary - HAppy Noon year

MAy - Bike month

September - Fishing Derby

FEBRUARY - VAlentine’s Tea

June - corhole and bbq

OCtober - spooky swim

center membership past 3 years

MArch- Horseback Riding

July - Party at the rock

November - Go N Gobble

2017

Arpil- egg hunts

august - Fitness classes included

December - Christmas in the park
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Financial

2019 Revenues and Expenditures

2019 financial data
2019 Revenues
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Board of Directors
Five appointed members comprise the Derby Recreation Commission Board of Directors. These five
individuals are appointed by the City of Derby (two appointees), USD 260 School Board (two appointees),
as well as one member appointed at large by the other four Board members. A full term for a Board member
is four years and terms are staggered so that no more than two members’ terms expire in any one year.
Board members are volunteers and serve without compensation. The Board is the policy-making arm of the
Derby Recreation Commission and meets on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:00 pm at the Derby
Recreation Center.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Coy Schwager is the Derby Recreation Commission 2019 Volunteer of the
Year! Mr. Schwager received this award from DRC Board President, Laura
Branstetter at the DRC January board meeting. Coy began his volunteer
service with the DRC as a baseball coach in 2017. This past year he coached
Basketball, Baseball, Softball and Flag Football. In 2019 he had 128 hours
volunteering for the Derby community. The kid’s enjoy playing for Coy. He
makes the practices and games fun and he does a great job of teaching skills.
Pictured with Board Member Laura Branstetter

STAFF
The Derby Recreation Commission employed 28 full-time employees, more than 400 part-time employees
and hosted five interns. During 2019, DRC employees continued to embrace the DRC Wellness Initiative with
100% full-time staff participation.

2019

staff Milestone

Anniversaries

1 YEAR

Mykalynn Penny
Keven Pappan
Brian Lees

5 YEARS

10 YEARS

20 YEARS

15 YEARS

25 YEARS

Chris Drum
Susie Wilkes

Dee Anna Claytor
Sara Keil

Kim Donaldson Kay Harper
Donita Grinde-Houtman
Cindy Chase
Victoria Balevre

In retrospect

Welcome to the 2019 Derby Recreation Commission Annual Report.

In 2019, the Derby Recreation Commission made significant progress towards enriching the lives of those who live,
work and play in Derby and surrounding areas. A combination of a dedicated Board of Directors, enthusiastic and
determined staff, and supportive community partners allowed the Commission to continue its strong track record of
providing first class, recreational services to the community.

Some of these highlights include:

• Continued the $2 million design and construction of the Hubbard Arts Center without any increases in taxes for
the residents of USD #260.
• Executed a lease agreement with the City of Derby to manage, program and fund the Hubbard Arts Center
renovations and operations.
• With strong community support, re-structured the Commission’s membership plan and fees to include adult
and youth fitness classes with memberships.
• Funding of the 4th field at Decarsky Park for enhanced offerings in baseball and softball.
• Experienced the highest annual membership totals on record in 2019.
• Offered the winter membership promotion for the fifth consecutive year with 2019 results surpassing all 		
previous years.
• Continued advancements in the areas of health, wellness and community enrichment.
• Cultivation of approximately 70 private/public community partnerships.
• Continued financial stability of the Derby Recreation Commission.
• Advancements in marketing to support the growth of the Commission and its services to Derby.
• Implemented Outreach programming to customize and deliver DRC services and offerings to the community.
• Revamped and outfitted the DRC cycle studio with new bikes and new design features.
• Partnered with the Derby Public Library to create a satellite library at the Oaklawn Activity Center.
• Continued to invest in the maintenance and infrastructure of existing high quality commission facilities.

As we reflect on these achievements of 2019 and build upon the success from this past year, we look towards 2020
eagerly to complete ongoing projects and make progress on new developments.
The following initiatives will be launched in 2020:
• Programming at the Hubbard Arts Center which include traditional favorites
and new creative offerings in culinary and musical art.
• Development of a Decarsky Park management agreement with the City of 		
Derby to best serve the needs of the community.
• Continued implementation of initiatives in the DRC master plan.
Thank you for taking the time to review our annual report. The DRC Board and staff are
committed and take pride in providing exceptional experiences to our community and
visitors. If you have any questions or ideas, please do not hesitate to let us know.

Chris Drum - Superintendent of Recreation

